
 
 

The Language of Art Conference - Presenters and Sessions 
 
 

Dance / Creative Movement 
 

 

Jana Shumway  received her BA and MA from Brigham 

Young University in Dance Education.  She has taught dance  
at The Waterford School; Brigham Young University; William 
Penn Elementary as a BTS Dance Specialist; then went back  
to BYU as a Visiting Professor.  At BYU she was the artistic 
director for the BYU Kinnect Dance Company.   
 
 

Jana is currently back with the BTSALP as a dance specialist at Herriman Elementary.  
She loves the challenge of writing dance lesson plans that integrate with core 
curriculum; but even more she enjoys the enthusiasm and spontaneity of the children as 
they dance and participate in these lessons. 
 

Dance Session Titles and Descriptions 
 

Jump, Jitter and Jive . . . Watch Literacy Come Alive!    Grades K-2    Session One, 2:25-3:10 pm   
Come jump, jitter and jive to learn how to teach literacy through movement.  We will 
dance:  plot, sequencing, main events, characters and settings of a story; phonics; parts 
of speech; punctuation; and conjunctions.  We will also discuss the research that shows 
the correlation between reading and skipping! 
 

Literacy that Moves!                                           Grades 3-5     Session Two, 3:15-4:00 pm 
Experience literacy that will come alive through movement.  We will dance:  rich verbs 
that will enhance your students' vocabulary; prepositions; “information gained from 
illustrations . . . and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (3rd 
Grade Informational Text Standard 7); and formula poetry.    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Music 
 

Jennifer Purdy works for BYU and Westminster College as a 

Professional Development Partner in the Beverley Taylor Sorenson 
Arts Learning Program.  In 2018 she was awarded Elementary Music 
Educator of the Year by the Utah Music Educators Association, and in 
2014 she was named Salt Lake School District’s Outstanding Arts 
Educator of the Year. She specializes in arts curriculum development 
and integration with classroom subjects.  

 
She has instructed pre-service elementary teachers at Westminster, 

University of Utah, Brigham Young University, and Utah State University.  
Jen currently teaches a class as part of the Arts Engage series at Utah Valley University 
and is an instructor for the graduate-level Arts Integration Endorsement class at BYU. 
She teaches workshops around the state on how to utilize the arts in elementary school 
classrooms.  
  

Music Session Titles and Descriptions 
 

Poems, Stories, Books -- and MUSIC!        Grades 3-5               Session One, 2:25-3:10 pm 
We'll read and play poems, sing books, and experience language using fun, engaging, 
and musical approaches. Discover how students in grades 3-5 can increase their reading 
fluency, comprehension, and other literacy skills through music. 

    
Poems, Stories, Books  -- and MUSIC!                Grades K-2                Session Two, 3:15-4:00 pm We'll read 
and play poems, sing books, and experience language using fun, engaging, and musical 
approaches. Discover how your K-2 students can increase their reading fluency, 
comprehension, and other literacy skills through music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

Drama 
 

 

Melanie Skankey  studied both drama and elementary 

education at Southern Utah University. She scored her dream job 
after graduation, working as a BTASLP Drama specialist. Melanie 
has a passion for developing drama integrations and sharing how 
using theater in the classroom can invigorate teaching, engage 
your students, and act as an assessment tool. 
 
 
 

Melanie is currently teaching 5th grade to gain perspective and research in how using 
theater integration in daily classroom instruction can have a powerful effect on teaching 
and student learning.  
 
  

Drama Session Titles and Descriptions 
 

Using the Power of Dramatic Play to enhance Literacy!    Grades K-2      Session One, 2:25-3:10  
Our early elementary students come to us with all the tools they need to be experts in 
drama. Come ready to play as we use our drama tools of imagination, body and voice  
to explore literacy. We will be focusing on reading literacy, reading informational text, 
and phonics standards.  
 

Enhancing Text Understanding through Drama!          Grades 3-5       Session Two, 3:15-4:00  
Our upper elementary students need to be able to explore a text and determine  
main ideas, details, and evidence. We will work together to use drama techniques  
of Imagination, body/gesture, and voice to help students unlock text. We will also  
look at ways to use drama as a tool for assessment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Visual Art 
 

Alisa Petersen  is the Beverley Taylor Sorenson Endowed 

Chair of Elementary Art Education at Southern Utah 
University. Alisa grew up in Oklahoma in a home where 
exploration, making, play, and creativity happened every 
single day.  She studied art and art education at Ricks College, 
BYU, and Southern Utah University. She has worked as an 
elementary visual art specialist, a district art coordinator, an 
outreach artist, and now as a university professor.  
 
 
 

As the director of the artsFUSION program at SUU, Alisa combines her passions for art, 
creative exploration and the maker movement to coordinate, develop, and teach arts 
integration and STEAM-based learning activities for elementary teachers and children.  

  

Visual Art Session Titles and Descriptions 
 
Storytelling Tryptychs                                       Grades K-2                 Session One, 2:25-3:10 pm                   
Inspire young students to create three-sentence stories using image cards as  
inspiration. Then engage them in using chalk to create a three-paneled illustration  
of their stories.  
 
 

Locomotive Broadsides: Combining History, Language, and Visual Art      

                                                                           Grades 3-5                 Session Two, 3:15-4:00 pm  
Explore and experience instructional strategies and artistic processes that will help 
students draw and paint broadsides (posters) based on images and passages of text 
from books. We will use a beautiful book about the Transcontinental Railroad as our 
springboard. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Visual Art 
 

Kelly McDonald Cope  completed her teaching degree at 

SUU in 1983.  During her thirty-five years as an educator she h 
as taught 6th, 5th, 4th, 3rd, and 2nd grade as a classroom 
teacher.  The past nine years she has enjoyed being an 
Elementary Art Specialist with the BTSALP for the Washington 
County School District.  Her commitment to art education  
grows as she continues to find new ways to integrate her  
special art magic into every subject and into every school day. 
Kelly currently teaches at Washington Elementary and Red 
Mountain Elementary Schools. 
 

 

Visual Art Session Titles and Descriptions 
 

Geological Poetry                  Grades 3-5             Session One, 2:25-3:10 pm  
We will explore the process of guiding students in creating poetry based on 
visualizations of Utah’s landforms and/or habitats. Using the poetry, we’ll then create  
a colorful zigzag book to showcase the poetry and demonstrate student learning.   
 
  

Only One You!                     Grades K-2               Session Two, 3:15-4:00 pm  

Spring-boarding from the book, Only One You by Linda Kranz, we’ll explore strategies  
for celebrating students’ individuality and expressing personal uniqueness and 
preferences through art.  Each participant will be making colorful designs on a rock 
shape that will be YOU-NIQUELY YOU! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Keynote      
 

 

Jeri Crosby  has great passion for education,  

the arts, and arts education. She enjoys her work as the 
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Endowed Chair for Elementary  
Arts Education at Dixie State University where she   
teaches arts integration and music education courses to  
pre-service teachers and provides workshops and  
professional learning opportunities for in-service teachers  
in the DSU Region through the DSU Arts in Action program.  
 
Jeri has taught kindergarten through college students in a 
variety of settings and subjects and worked as a school 

administrator and a district music curriculum specialist. She has presented professional 
development workshops in district, state and national settings. Jeri enjoys developing 
and sharing arts education and integration materials and especially enjoys working with 
and learning from her students and amazing colleagues. 
  

Keynote  

The Language of Art: Inspiring Language Development through the Arts 
 
We’ll briefly examine research-proven benefits of using arts integration as a teaching 
strategy and discuss elements of language deeply embedded in arts-integrated  
learning. Then we’ll explore strategies for engaging and inspiring learners to explore  
and demonstrate learning through the arts. During this active learning session,  
attendees will participate in some favorite, take-back-and-do strategies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


